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Safe Berks Opens Second Location! 
Legal Services Team and Some Administration Move to New Offices
A new chapter in the history of Safe Berks began in 
October 2021, when our Legal Services team and 
some administrative staff moved to our new second 
office location at 147 N. 5th Street, Reading.

“Our services to survivors of domestic violence and 
sexual assault have expanded 
greatly as we work every day 
to save lives,” said Beth  
Garrigan, Safe Berks CEO. “Due 
to the expansion of our  
services over the past decade, 
we have created and filled 
many new positions. Through 
all of this, we just simply 
outgrew our home at 255 Chestnut Street.” 

“Staff in our Legal Services Department and some of 
our administrative team have made a smooth  
transition to our new second location at 147 North 

Safe Berks staff members in front of new office, from left, Kurt Wichman, Esq., Staff Attorney, Laura 
Burke, Legal Advocate, Denise Gerena, Legal Advocate, Jasmine Suarez, CFO, Beth Garrigan, CEO, and 
Mereliss Colon Ortiz, COO.

5th Street, Reading,” said Garrigan. “The Legal Services 
staff are now closer to the Berks County Courthouse, 
where they spend much of their time serving 
survivors. We are truly grateful to Penn State Health 
St. Joseph, John and Lisa Gallen and the Ethosource 
team, and Herbein + Company, Inc. for donating, 

delivering, and/or setting 
up the furniture for these 
new Safe Berks offices.” 

During the past few years, 
some of the new positions 
at Safe Berks include  
Sexual Assault Response 
Team (SART)  

Coordinator, Legal Support Coordinator, several 
Bilingual Community Educators, Manager of Medical 
Advocacy Partnership Program (MAPP), two MAPP/
Rapid Response Advocates, Economic and Housing 

Specialist, Chief Human Resource Officer, Managing 
Director of Client Services and Managing Director of 
Community Engagement.

Safe Berks was originally founded in 1976 as Berks 
Women in Crisis and operated at multiple locations. 
In 2012, thanks to support from the Berks County 
community, we opened our headquarters facility at 
255 Chestnut St., Reading. That marked the first time 
all services were offered under one roof. In 2016, we 
changed our name to Safe Berks to reflect serving all 
victims of domestic violence and sexual assault. Our 
services are not only for women in crisis situations.

The opening of this new second location is another 
historic moment for Safe Berks. 

“This new second location allows our staff at both 
locations the space needed to continue their  
lifesaving work serving survivors of domestic violence 
and sexual assault,” said Garrigan. “Every day I am 
amazed by the dedication, compassion and expertise 
of our staff.”

Address:  
147 North 5th Street, Reading

Office hours:  
Weekdays, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

To request Legal Services call:  
610-373-1206 ext. 107 

Office Phone Number:  
610-373-1206

Office Email:  
Peace@SafeBerks.org 

FAST FACTS

“ Our services to survivors 
of domestic violence and 
sexual assault have  
expanded greatly as  
we work every day to 
save lives.”

{

The Holidays at Safe Berks! See page 5!
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A Message from our CEO
Happy Holidays to you, and to your families and friends! I want to take this opportunity to thank each of you for  
supporting Safe Berks. We are so grateful to our volunteers, donors, Board members, and all our community  
supporters. We could not continue our mission of providing free services to survivors of domestic violence and sexual 
assault without your generous support! 

I also want to thank every member of the Safe Berks staff for their dedicated service. Each day, I am amazed by their 
expertise, their hard work, and their compassion. They truly change lives every day.

As shown on the front of this Newsletter, we celebrated a big step in the history of Safe Berks – the opening of a new  
second location at 147 N. 5th St, Reading. In October, our Legal Services team and some of our administrative team 
moved to this new location, and we are grateful for all the support we received to make this possible. 

Safe Berks also opened the first of several satellite offices at Friend, Inc., Kutztown. Check out page 3 for more details. We opened this new office to bring our advocacy 
services closer to those who live in northeastern Berks County.

In September, Safe Berks was honored to receive seven national Purple Ribbon Awards! The Purple Ribbon Awards are coordinated by Theresa’s Fund,  
DomesticShelters.org, and experts in the field to honor and recognize the many heroes working to serve survivors and end domestic violence. See page 4 for photos of 
the award winners.

During this festive holiday season, we send many thanks to everyone who is helping bring the holiday spirit to Safe Berks! By delivering gifts for survivors of all ages, 
and cooking and delivering delicious meals for our residents, you are sharing the true holiday spirit. If you would like more information about donating or volunteering, 
please contact Mindy McIntosh, Director of Development, at MindyM@SafeBerks.org. Check out page 5 for more details about the holidays at Safe Berks, including our 
gift-wrapping table at the Berkshire Mall! 

Wishing you and yours health, safety, and all the happiness of the holiday season!

Respectfully,

Safe Berks is seeking volunteers to provide dinner to residents every evening of the week. Another option is to 
sponsor dinner from a local restaurant, which is also a great help to restaurants who have been hit hard by the 
pandemic. Thanks to all our volunteer cooks! Together, we are building a Safe Berks!

For more info, or to schedule a dinner, please contact Mindy McIntosh, Director of  
Development, at 610-468-9637 or MindyM@SafeBerks.org. 

Safe Berks Seeking Volunteer Cooks!  
 
 

The Campbell sisters, from left, Izzy, Lanie and Maddie, deliver 
pizzas to Safe Berks residents!  

Safe Berks services are free,  
confidential, and available in  
English and Spanish.

Toll Free Hotline:  
844-789-SAFE (7233) 

or

Text SAFE BERKS to 20121
Available 24/7/365

Counseling 
610-373-1206, ext. 606

Legal Services 
610-373-1206, ext. 107

Peace@SafeBerks.org 

www.SafeBerks.org
Follow Safe Berks

Safe Berks CEO Beth Garrigan 
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20th Annual Safe Berks Silent Witness March & Dedication
On October 18, more than 100 people gathered at 
Safe Berks, and then silently marched to Reading Area 
Community College for the 20th Annual Silent Witness 
March & Dedication. We carried red, life-size silhouettes 
that symbolize the victims of domestic violence  
homicide in Berks County. Each red silhouette wears 
a shield that describes the tragedy of their untimely 
death. Since 1999, there have been 76 victims of 
domestic violence homicide in Berks County, according 
to our records. We mourn for each of these victims, and 
their families and friends. 

After we arrived at RACC, we held the Dedication 
ceremony to honor and remember each of the victims. 
Speakers included: Dr. Susan Looney, President of 
Reading Area Community College; Mayor Eddie Photo by TAYPAC Photography

Moran; Stacey Jordan, Managing Director 
of Community Engagement at Safe Berks; 
Janesa Torres, beloved daughter of domestic 
violence victim Melissa Gonzalez-Torres; and 
Pastor Yolanda Williams, Founder of Ashes to 
Beauty Outreach, Reading. After the event, 
the Silent Witness Project silhouettes were  
displayed at RACC. During the month 
of October, the Silent  Witness Project 
silhouettes were also displayed at Penn 
State Health St. Joseph, at both their Bern 
Township and Reading locations, Happy Zen 
Mama boutique, Boyertown, and Kutztown 
University. 

Safe Berks Staff Share  
Purple Ribbons

During October, Domestic Violence Awareness Month, 
Safe Berks staff shared thousands of purple ribbons 
along with information about our free services for 
survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault. These 
purple ribbons were distributed at hospitals, medical 
offices, restaurants, and at many other locations 
throughout Berks County. Safe Berks staff shown 
in photo, from left, Marissa Pham, Sexual Assault 
Response Team (SART) Coordinator, Mayra Morales, 
Medical Advocacy Partnership Program (MAPP) 
Specialist, Meghan Sager, Manager of the MAPP 
Program, and Brittany Alonzo and Gabbi Valoy, both 
MAPP Specialists.

Safe Berks & Reading Royals Team Up! 
Oumar Kallo, Community Educator at Safe Berks, was 
chosen to drop the first puck at the opening game of 
the Reading Royals hockey season on October 23! Safe 
Berks staff and volunteers were at the game, and the 
Block Party before the game, sharing info about our free 
services for survivors of domestic violence and sexual 
assault. Safe Berks is proud of our partnership with the 
Reading Royals to bring awareness to these issues, with 
the goal of preventing these crimes. 

Safe Berks Opens Office at Friend, Inc., Kutztown 
Safe Berks opened an extension office at Friend, Inc. 
Community Services, Kutztown, in June 2021. A Safe 
Berks Advocate is available on Mondays from 10 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. To schedule an appointment in Kutztown, 
call 484-651-9745. For crisis services, the Safe Berks 
24-hour hotline is 844-789-SAFE or text the words 
SAFE BERKS to 20121.

“Safe Berks opened this new satellite office in order to 
bring our services closer to those who live in  
northeastern Berks County,” said Stacey Jordan,  
Managing Director of Community Engagement at Safe 
Berks. “Transportation to our main facility in Reading 
can be a challenge. To help alleviate this barrier, we 
are bringing our free services closer to survivors. We 
also meet with survivors on college campuses, at 
local hospitals, and in the Courthouse. As our agency 

continues to grow, 
we look forward 
to providing our 
services in all areas 
of the county.”     

Jim Reece, 
Executive Director 
of Friend, Inc., said, 
“Domestic violence 
does not know 
any particular 
demographic, or 
township boundary, and there is no better organization 
equipped to deal with the issue and with the  
compassion that Safe Berks brings.” 

Jim Reece of Friend, Inc. & Stacey  
Jordan of Safe Berks 
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Safe Berks Receives Seven  
National Purple Ribbon Awards!
Safe Berks staff and volunteers were thrilled to receive seven national Purple Ribbon awards 
in 2021! The Purple Ribbon Awards are coordinated by Theresa’s Fund, DomesticShelters.
org, and experts in the field to honor the many heroes throughout the nation who are 
working to serve survivors and end domestic violence.

Congrats to Arianna Sanchez, Children’s Advocate at Safe Berks, for receiving a 
national Purple Ribbon Award for Outstanding Youth Initiative of the Year! For 
more than five years, she has been a true hero to the hundreds of children who 
stay at Safe Berks each year. Arianna is a fierce ally to parents and children 
recovering from abuse.

Congrats to Mereliss Colon Ortiz, COO at Safe 
Berks, for receiving a national Purple Ribbon Award 
for Program/Shelter Executive of the Year! For the 
past 15 years, Mereliss has served Safe Berks and 
survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault with 
compassion and distinction. Mereliss was serving as 
Director of Residential Services at Safe Berks when the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit in March of 2020, and she 
was promoted to COO in June 2020.

Congrats to Aleida Rodriguez, front row left, Director 
of Residential Services at Safe Berks, and the entire 
Safe House staff for receiving a national Purple  
Ribbon Award for Program/Shelter of the Year! 
Shown in photo, front row from left, Aleida, Stephanie 
Fetterolf, Senior Residential Case Manager, back row 
from left, Tara Anspach, Residential Case Manager, 
Zarelis Orta Rojas, former Crisis Hotline and Intake 
Worker, and Arianna Sanchez, Children’s Advocate. 
There are many other Safe House staff who were not 
available for this photo. Our Safe House staff provides 
expert care to survivors 24 hours each day.

Congrats to the Leadership Team at Safe Berks for receiving a national Purple 
Ribbon Award for Best COVID-19 Response Plan! Shown in photo, from left, 
Amanda Jackowski, CPA, President of the Board of Directors, Mereliss Colon 
Ortiz, COO, Jasmine Suarez, CFO, and Beth Garrigan, CEO. Throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Safe Berks continued providing our free services 24-hours 
every day. 

Congrats to Mi Casa Su Casa Cafe and owner 
Johanny Cepeda-Freytiz for receiving a national 
Purple Ribbon Award as Business Partner of the Year! 
Safe Berks nominated Mi Casa Su Casa for this award, 
because of their many generous donations and their 
ongoing efforts to assist Safe Berks whenever we  
request help.

Congrats to Blankets of Hope, and founder Marc  
Goldstein, for receiving a national Purple Ribbon 
Award as Community Service Organization of the 
Year! Marc is shown in photo with Mindy McIntosh, 
Director of Development. Safe Berks nominated  
Blankets of Hope for this award because of their 
generous donations of hundreds of new blankets and 
dozens of new beds for Safe Berks clients.

Congrats to the Honorable Linda Ludgate, one of the 12 founders of Safe Berks, 
formerly known as Berks Women in Crisis, for receiving the national Purple  
Ribbon Lifetime Achievement Award! Shown in photo, from left, Mindy  
McIntosh, Director of Development, Linda Ludgate, and Francine Scoboria,  
Communications Coordinator. Linda, who worked as a public defender and 
then a Common Pleas Judge for many years, has served survivors of domestic 
violence since 1976. 
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Safe Berks Volunteers Wrap Gifts at  
Berkshire Mall! 
Safe Berks volunteers are available to wrap holiday gifts at the Berkshire Mall, from 
December 1 through Dec. 24! The Safe Berks Gift Wrapping Table is located near center 
court, next to the escalator, and across from Kay Jewelers. All donations will benefit 
our work providing free services to survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault. 
If you would like to volunteer to wrap gifts, please send an email to Alexis Dawkins at 
GiftWrap@SafeBerks.org. “We are so grateful to all our dedicated volunteers who bring 
the holiday spirit to this fundraiser,” said Mindy McIntosh, Director of Development at Safe 
Berks. “And we hope you will bring your gifts to the Safe Berks Gift Wrapping Table and 
keep our volunteers busy!” From left, Santander employees Sherri Filby and Kristen Brennan, and Mindy  

McIntosh, Director of Development at Safe Berks, wrap gifts at our table in 2019.

Donors & Staff Bring Holiday Cheer to Safe Berks! 
We are asking for help to fill up the shelves of Santa’s 
Workshop at Safe Berks with new toys, dolls, puzzles, 
games, books, art kits, clothes, and other gifts! These 
gifts bring smiles to Safe Berks clients of all ages, who 
are survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault. 
As they heal from the trauma they have experienced, 
it is wonderful that members of our community share 
the holiday spirit with them. 

The Safe Berks staff create a festive environment by 
decorating the building inside and outside. Special 
thanks to the Safe House staff, especially Arianna 
Sanchez, Children’s Advocate, for creating special 

holiday activities and parties for the children at Safe 
Berks, and for all of the residents. If you would like to 
view or print our Holiday Gift Wish List, please visit 
our website at: https://www.safeberks.org/donate/
donate-goods/ 

For more information about donating gifts, 
or to Sponsor a Family for the holidays, 
contact Francine Scoboria, Communications 
Coordinator, at FrancineS@SafeBerks.org. 

Students from Daniel Boone Middle School donate gifts to  
Safe Berks residents!

Safe Berks Celebrated Two Internal Promotions! 

Two dedicated staff members were promoted to new 
senior leadership positions at Safe Berks. Jennifer 
Sawyer was chosen to serve as the Managing  
Director of Client Services, and Stacey Jordan was 
chosen to serve as the Managing Director of  
Community Engagement. 

As Managing Director of Client Services, Sawyer will 

guide several Departments, including Legal Services, 
Counseling, and Residential Services. Sawyer has 
served Safe Berks for the past 23 years, holding claim 
to the most longevity of any current staff member. 
She served all 23 years in the Legal Services Depart-
ment, starting as a Bilingual Legal Advocate, and 
then was promoted to Legal Advocate Coordinator. 

“My goal is to enhance client services through 
increased internal collaboration, strengthened 
relationships with our systems partners, and focusing 
on client-centered, trauma-informed practices,” said 
Sawyer. 

As Managing Director of Community Engagement, 
Jordan will guide several Departments including 

Education and Outreach, Development, Community 
Engagement, and the Medical Advocacy Partnership 
Program (MAPP). Jordan has served Safe Berks for 
more than four years, first working in our Residential 
Program, and then serving as our Higher Education 
Campus Coordinator. 

“In my new position, I hope to strengthen many 
of our current partnerships with other community 
resources as well as build new ones,” said Jordan.  
“I would love to see Safe Berks advocates in all 
corners of the county.” 

Jennifer Sawyer, Managing 
Director of Client Services

Stacey Jordan, Managing 
Director of Community 
Engagement
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The vision of Safe Berks is: 
Berks County is free from 
domestic violence and  
sexual assault.

 Crisis Services
 Residential Services 
 Education & Outreach
 Counseling
 Systems Advocacy 
 Legal Services
 Medical Advocacy

Dr. Noahleen Betts 
Hamid Bashir Chaudhry 
Denise DiMascio
Karolina Dreher
Helen Flynn 
Sara George
Alneasa Jordan
Jennifer Jones Lapp 
Paul Marrella
Adrean Turner

Gifts to Safe Berks 
The Give Now button, located on our website at www.safeberks.org/donate/donate-now/, is a convenient way to support Safe Berks. Receipts are generated immediately via email. The official registration and 
financial information of Safe Berks may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does imply endorsement. 

 
Contact Us
Safe Berks www.SafeBerks.org  Toll Free Hotline: 
255 Chestnut Street P: 610.373.1206  |  F: 610.372.4188 844-789-SAFE (7233) 
Reading, PA 19602  Email: Peace@SafeBerks.org  Or Text SAFE BERKS to 20121
 

     SAVE THE DATE!

Safe Berks Celebrates the Holidays!  
SEE PAGE 5.

Safe Berks  
Celebration of Peace 
& Walk For NO MORE!

Saturday, June 18, 2022 
Voices for Change Honorees

Penn State Health St. Joseph
Olivet Boys & Girls Club  

of Reading & Berks County

To become a sponsor, or for information 
about sponsorships, contact Mindy  

McIntosh, Director of Development, at 
610-468-9637 or MindyM@SafeBerks.org. 

To reduce the risk of COVID-19 and protect the 
public health, we will follow all CDC guidelines. 


